
Inspection of Fylingdales Pre-School 
Playgroup
St Stephens Church Rooms, Fylingthorpe, Whitby, North Yorkshire YO22 4RN

Inspection date: 11 March 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

A calm and nurturing environment awaits children at this pre-school. Children show 
emotional security as they confidently interact with others. Older children enter, 
barely having time to say 'goodbye' to their parents in their eagerness to join their 
friends. Younger children approach staff for cuddles and reassurance when needed. 

Children show sustained interest in their play and have positive attitudes towards 
their learning. This helps children to make good progress from their starting points. 
Staff plan enjoyable activities that help children to develop their coordination and 
physical strength. For example, outside, children use trigger spray bottles filled with 
coloured water to make marks on paper. Inside, children make their own play 
dough, kneading all the ingredients together. 

Meaningful relationships and bonds are built between staff and children. Staff are 
good role models, which helps children to have a good understanding of the pre-
school's expectations. For instance, children play cooperatively with each other, 
share and take turns with minimal support. Staff encourage children to say 'please' 
and 'thank you' during snack time as they pass the prepared fruit to their friends 
and ask for some milk. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff and leaders focus on the development of children's communication and 
language skills. They give children the time to think and answer questions. 
Children learn new vocabulary linked to the themes and topics they are 
exploring. For example, staff include the words 'incubator' and 'hatching' when 
talking about the chicken eggs that are coming to the setting soon. When 
children are developmentally ready, staff introduce children to letters and sounds 
that are familiar to them. However, on occasion, staff do not use correct 
strategies, particularly when they are introducing the letter sounds in children's 
names. 

n Children develop a secure understanding of numbers and shapes. For instance, 
staff choose a number and shape of the week. Children confidently count from 
zero to ten and match numbers to the number line. Staff skilfully extend 
children's learning by asking questions or setting challenges. For example, they 
encourage children to count the picture of the blocks to help them understand 
the value of numbers. This helps children to develop a positive attitude to 
mathematics and problem solving.

n Staff use children's interests to build on the skills they already have and help 
them to develop further. For example, children use bucket scales to explore 
weight. Staff build on children's understanding of 'full' and 'empty' by introducing 
the concept of 'balance'. A stone is placed on one side and children are asked to 
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add grain until the scales balance. Staff explain that this means 'the same' and 
'equal'.

n Independence is promoted. Children put on their coats and are encouraged to 
wipe their own noses. They show pride in using tongs to self-serve during snack 
and mealtimes. Older children develop independence in their self-care skills. 
They learn to wash their hands before eating and use the toilet independently. 
However, at times, toddlers who have just started toilet training are not offered 
enough privacy as they use the potty within the main room. 

n Staff engage and interact with children well. They capture and maintain 
children's attention during group activities. For example, toddlers are 
encouraged to take part in a colour matching activity. Staff and children discuss 
the different colours and are offered lots of praise when they successfully pick 
up objects with tweezers. Children smile and clap, showing that they are proud 
of their own achievements. 

n Dedicated leaders continually reflect on practice to improve the quality of 
provision across all areas of learning. They have reviewed the curriculum and 
reconsidered the knowledge and skills they want children to have. For instance, 
staff are in the process of developing a vegetable patch to promote healthy 
lifestyles and to help children to understand where food comes from. A calming 
sensory room has been created with additional funds to support children's 
emotional needs. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the monitoring of staff's practice to evaluate their teaching skills 
when supporting children's communication skills

n provide the youngest children with privacy when using the potty to ensure 
children feel respected as they develop self-awareness of their bodies.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 400307

Local authority North Yorkshire

Inspection number 10376231

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 18

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person Fylingdales Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903153

Telephone number 07964 436779

Date of previous inspection 22 May 2019

Information about this early years setting

Fylingdales Pre-School Playgroup registered in 1993 and is based in Robin Hood's 
Bay. It is run by a committee. The pre-school opens Monday to Friday during term 
time only. Sessions are from 8.30am until 5.30pm. The pre-school employs six 
members of childcare staff. Of these, the manager holds an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 6, and four members of staff have suitable level 3 
qualifications. The pre-school offers government funded places for childcare and 
receives additional funding for disadvantaged children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Suzzanne Thompson
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation during a group 

activity.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025

Inspection report: Fylingdales Pre-School Playgroup
11 March 2025 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

